
PRESS RELEASE

NEW YORK, NY. – April 10, 2019 – National construction law firm Peckar & 
Abramson, P.C. (P&A) is pleased to announce that attorney Levi W. Barrett, 
Senior Counsel in the firm’s New York office, presented to a standing-
room only group at the 100th Annual Associated General Contractors of 
America (AGC) Convention on April 2, 2019 at the Colorado Convention 
Center in Denver, Colorado. Mr. Barrett presented with Ms. Alicia Lopez, 
Design Management Director at Flatiron Construction Corp., on “Delegated 
Design, Design-Assist, and the Erosion of the Spearin Doctrine: Risks and 
Opportunities for Builders.”   

Mr. Barrett focuses his 
practice on construction law 
and counsels clients on all 

aspects of public and private construction contracts. He 
works with general contractors and construction managers 
to effectively assess and mitigate risk, and to evaluate and 
negotiate prime contracts, subcontracts, and purchase 
orders.  Mr. Barrett has extensive experience representing 
general contractors and subcontractors in complex disputes 
involving construction inefficiencies, delays, differing site conditions, constructive changes, extra-work, 
and default claims. Mr. Barrett is admitted to practice in the State of New York, the State of New Jersey, 
and the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey. He received his Bachelor of Arts in 
economics from San Francisco State University, and his law degree from Syracuse University College of 
Law. 

As the industry moves more and more towards collaboration between constructors and design professionals 
for project design, the risk of constructors assuming design liability continues to rise. The traditional 
protection of the Spearin Doctrine is being chipped away as new techniques such as, Design-Assist, Lean 
Construction, and delegated design, are employed more frequently on construction projects. Careful 
risk planning and contractual risk allocation are important strategies for constructors who participate in 
the collaborative design process. The presentation armed construction professionals with the tools to 
understand, recognize, and mitigate design liability and to avoid assuming overbroad or unfair risks. In 
addition, ConsensusDocs 541, the Addendum to Agreements Between Owner and Construction Manager 
and Between Owner and Design Professional for Design-Assist Services, was examined. 

About the 100th Annual AGC Convention

For more than 100 years, the AGC Annual Convention has been THE event successful contractors around 
the country count on for practical knowledge and industry-leading information to guide business decisions, 
improve operations and shape the industry. From the jobsite to the back-office to the halls of government, 
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As always, we are pleased to share insights and updates related to legal issues of interest with clients and friends of the Firm. Our records 
reflect that the recipient of this message is not a European Union “Data Subject” as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR), enacted on May 25, 2018. If you are or consider yourself to be a Data Subject under the EU’s GDPR, kindly email Jennifer Papantonio 
at JPapantonio@pecklaw.com right away. The GDPR requires that all European Union Data Subjects provide explicit consent in order to 
continue to receive our communications.

The information provided in this Press Release does not, nor is it intended to, constitute legal advice.  Readers should not take or refrain from 
taking any action based on any information contained in this Press Release without first seeking legal advice.

the AGC Annual Convention provides business-critical insights into the issues that commercial contractors 
are facing and the actionable strategies needed to deal with them. 

With more than 15 education breakout sessions, keynote presentations from superstars of the industry, and 
cutting-edge solutions from more than 125 companies in the AGC Equipment, Technology & Construction 
Solutions Expo, the AGC Annual Convention is the place for construction superintendents, project managers 
and senior executives to hone their knowledge while making connections that open doors to new 
opportunities. 

About Peckar & Abramson, P.C.

Peckar & Abramson, P.C. maintains offices in New York City, New Jersey, Washington D.C., Miami, Chicago, 
Oakland, Los Angeles, Austin, Houston, Dallas and has affiliations with global firms in Latin America (through 
its founding membership in CONSTRULEGAL), London, China and India. In addition to its core construction 
practice, the firm has affiliated practice groups who counsel contractors on labor and employment matters, 
corporate and regulatory compliance issues including D/M/WBE compliance and general corporate and real 
estate matters. The firm’s website can be found at www.pecklaw.com.
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